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Navigating Network Evaluation

A Workshop on Indicators and Evaluation
Hosted by the Disabilities Health Research Network
and Network for Aging Research

On September 18", 2007, the
Disabilities Health Research Network
and the Network for Aging Research
hosted the Navigating Network
Evaluation workshop at the Morris J.
Wosk Centre for Dialogue at Simon
Fraser University Vancouver campus.
Sponsored by the Michael Smith
Health Research Foundation
(MSHRF), the workshop focused on
the challenges of evaluation for Health
of Population networks (HoPNs).
These eight individual HoPNs are
designed to foster both capability and
capacity;, however, each has its own
unique considerations for evaluation.
This workshop provided not only a
foundation but also a forum for
discussion on the special case of
evaluating Research Networks.

Workshop co-presenter, Professor
Adam Holbrook began with a
historical overview and general history
of evaluation within the contexts of
research and network development.
Holbrook discussed how research is a
good indicator of innovation, and
provided careful and thorough

' Networking at the NNE Conference

background regarding definitions
of innovation and indicators. This
broad overview laid the foundation
and defined terms to be used in
later discussions.

Dr. Brian Wixted then focused, in
particular, on the evaluation of
research networks, using the
models for both research and
network evaluation as a guide. Key
to the presentation was a visual
guide to the complex inputs and
outputs of a research network.
Wixted’s diagram clearly
illustrated how it can take many
years for the impact of research and
networks to become apparent in
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