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ABOUT US

The mission of the Disabilities Health Research Network (DHRN) is to increase knowledge about biological, 
psycho-social, and community related factors in order to minimize further impairment, improve levels of ability, and enhance community participation of persons with disabilities.
GOAL OF CREs

The DHRN supports community based – academic research partnerships to:

· reverse current disability research funding inequities
· promote and foster skill development in the disabilities health research community
· create meaningful disability research opportunities for academic researchers
· target research questions that are of special significance to the disability community 
DESCRIPTION 
This Disabilities Health Research Network (DHRN) initiative provides funding to foster research skill development within community organizations that serve persons with disabilities and promote collaborative research between such community organizations and academic researchers.  This opportunity is tailored for community organizations that do not have a formal research program.  Not only can DHRN funding provide a platform for community organizations to enter the disability research landscape, the results from the Collaborative Research Exchanges (CREs) can be used as pilot data to support future peer-reviewed grant application(s) for future funding, e.g. to the Canadian Institute of Health Research (CIHR).  DHRN staff will actively facilitate the administration and success of all CREs. 
FUNDING LEVEL
This DHRN initiative is scheduled to be an annual funding opportunity.  For the 2005 - 2006 year, the maximum that will be provided to each Collaborative Research Exchange is approximately $18,000 - $25,000.  The total funding available for this program is $55,000.  Consequently, the total number of CREs that may be funded this year is 2 - 3.  Projects must be completed within 12 months upon receipt of funding.  Funds will be released in instalments as follows: 50% upon receipt of ethics approval, if applicable; 40% mid-project (evaluated on a case by case basis); and 10% once Final Report has been received.
TYPES OF ACTIVITIES THAT MAY BE FUNDED
The following list is an example of what research activities the DHRN may fund.  Other activities will be considered, as long as they address the disability research capacity building mandate of the DHRN.
· Research collaborations with other community organizations
· Community – based research
· Literature reviews
· Pilot projects or programs and evaluations of pilot programs
· Focus groups, interviews, surveys
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
· A community member applicant leads the CRE.
· A community member applicant must collaborate with an individual formally trained in research activities (e.g. graduate student, university researcher).  Collaborations that represent a new relationship between the parties 
will be given preference.
· All applicants must be members of the Disabilities Health Research Network.  If you are not a member, please contact us about joining. 

· All proposals must provide research training opportunities to the community organization and the partnered academic researcher (graduate students are eligible) who are members of the DHRN.
· Larger and established community organizations that have formal research programs or research grants are ineligible to apply.  This funding program is intended to build research capacity within community organizations that do not have a formal research program.
· CRE funding may not be used to provide services for programs. 
· Applications will be reviewed on a case by case basis.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS

Application deadline: Please note - the February 28, 2006 deadline has been extended to March 10, 2006.
APPLICATION GUIDELINES

Applications require four components to be completed, as outlined below: 
1) CREs Application Cover Sheet
2) Brief Proposal Description
3) Brief Budget Summary 
4) Submission of detailed resume or curriculum vitae for the two lead applicants 
1.    COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH EXCHANGES – APPLICATION COVER SHEET 
The Disabilities Health Research Network is supported by the 
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research

	Project Title:
	


	LEAD PARTICIPANTS INFORMATION

	Individual 1:  COMMUNITY APPLICANT

	Name and Title:
	

	Name of Organization:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	
	Postal Code:

	Phone No.:
	(       ) 
	Fax No.  (       )

	Email address:
	

	Individual 2:  ACADEMIC RESEARCHER

	Name and Title:
	

	Institution:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	
	Postal Code:

	Phone No.:
	(       ) 
	Fax No.  (       )

	Email address:
	


2.  Prepare a Brief Proposal (3-5 pages MAXIMUM) to include the following (with suggested page lengths):

· Background Information – 1 page

· Description of the research problem or objective of the research activities – 1 page

· Description of the research capacity (for the community organization) that is being developed and explain how that capacity will be enhanced by this CRE grant – ½ page

· Description of specific research activities proposed (research participants, methods, site of research) – 1 page

· Description of the outcomes of the research activities – ½ page

· General timeline of research activities (outlined in proposal) – ½ page
Permitted Appendices:

· Letters of support

· Survey instruments

· Questionnaires

· Scales

Please use letter size paper, 12 point font, single-spacing, and 1” margins throughout.

3.   Prepare a Brief Budget Summary (1 page MAXIMUM – including rationale) 

· Outline anticipated expenses
· Explain the rationale for the listed expenses
	Expenses
	Amount Requested from DHRN
	Amount Requested / Received from Other Sources (name source)

	A. Personnel Support
	
	

	B. Travel
	
	

	C. Equipment
	
	

	D. Other
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	


4.   Please submit a detailed resume or curriculum vitae for each of the two lead applicants describing your work
      experience, education, expertise and listing any grants you hold. Please note that if you have not held a grant before,
      you can still apply.
OTHER REQUIREMENTS/DELIVERABLES 
· Participation in formal evaluation of the DHRN CREs program
· Submission of brief interim and final reports on CRE activities

· Progress Report on research activities (as outlined in the Brief Proposal)

· Summary of outcomes

· Description of accomplishments

· Will this work lead to other research opportunities?

· Financial Report
· Expenditures as per budget
· Any changes to the budget must be approved, in writing.
REVIEW PROCESS

· All applications will be reviewed by a sub-committee of the DHRN Co-Leaders and Advisory Committee
· All CRE applicants will receive written feedback on their application, regardless of its acceptance 
QUESTIONS
For more information on the DHRN CREs, please contact Anna Lee at 604.737.6267 or send an email to info@dhrn.ca.
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